Chapter Three
THE YOUTH  ORGANIZATIONS:
I.  THE  'O.N.B.'  AND  c GIOVANI FASCISTI'
THREE stages can be distinguished in the history of the
youth organizations of the Fascist regime. The first
stage extended from the beginning of Fascism down to
April 1926; during this period the main associations were
founded, but had still a rather irregular and independent life.
The second stage began with the foundation of the Opera
Nazionale Balilla (O.N.B.), which brought under the control of
the Ministry of National Education the existing organizations
for boys and girls up to eighteen years of age, and included the
foundation of the Fasti Giovanili di Combattimento, depending
directly on the Fascist Party. The third stage was marked by the
foundation of the Gioventu Italiana del Littorio, the unified
organization which controlled, under the rule of the Party, and
no longer of the Ministry of Education, all the organizations
for boys and girls formerly depending on the O.N.B., as well as
the Fasci Giovanili di Combattimento, This division into three
periods does not apply, however, to the University Fascist
Groups, which had an independent evolution.
The origin of the youth groups may be traced back almost to
the beginning of the Fascist movement. They started as student
groups, and in this way gave birth both to the university groups
and to the Avanguardie, Between 1919 and 1921 only students
were admitted as members of the associations for young people,
called Avanguardie studentesche dei Fasci Italiani di Combatti-
mento. At the end of 1921 the name was changed into that of
Avanguardie Giovanili Fasciste, and young people of all condi-
tions were accepted. In December of the same year the first
group of Balilla was formed in Milan, for children under four-
teen. At that stage, these formations had, of course, no educa-
tional purpose. The names themselves show their character.
They had as their task to help in the fight for the acquisition of
power. The name chosen for the younger groups was com-
memorative of a half-legendary boy who gave the lead in a revolt
against the Austrians in Genoa in 1746; it had become proverbial
after a warrior poet of the Risorgimento, Goffredo Mameli, had
called upon all the 'sons of Italy' to be like Balilla. The Balilla
groups were set up as an affiliation of the Avanguardiey and both